BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 26, 2023

REGULAR MEETING: The regular meeting of the Board of Water Commissioners was held at the 438
Granby Road on Thursday, October 26, 2023. Chair Eden DuPerier called the
meeting to order at 5:09 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Chair ' Eden DuPerier
Clerk R. Scott Williams
Associate Member William L. Schenker
Superintendent Jeffrey Cyr
Office Manager Jennifer Fernandes
Foreman Jeffrey Levreault
Resident Pauline McClaflin
Resident Brian McClaflin
Resident Al Zuffoletti
2 Gentlemen Residents
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: William L. Schenker made a motion to approve the minutes of September 20,
2023. This motion was seconded by Scott Williams. Motion Carried.
BARTHOLEMEW
MEETING DATES: Jeff Cyr stated Bartholemew & Company manages the Districts Stabilization and

OPEB funds. Jeff reached out to them for tentative dates to come out and talk to
the Water Board about the Water Department investments in detail. November
15" at 5:00 p.m. works for all Board members. Jeff will contact Bartholemew
about this date.

OFFICE ROOF UPDATE: Jeff Cyr notified the Board that the plan and specs for the new office roof were
available yesterday, the bid opening will be on November 8" at 2:00 p.m., and the
Board can award the bid winner at the November 15" meeting. Jeff noted that one
company has inquired so far. The advertisement is on the Mass. State Central
Register and in the two local newspapers. Jeff stated that the budget is $35,000
because we need to pay prevailing wage and the bid packet is so large because the
bid has to include all the information on the prevailing wage, which is about 30
pages. Eden DuPerier asked how old the roof is and Jeff replied it is original to the
building in 1988.

PFAS SETTLEMENT

DISCUSSION: Jeff Cyr informed the Board that PFAS (polyfluoroalkyl substances) settlement
has been in the news lately. PFAS are chemicals found in many different
consumer and industrial products like Teflon coating, firefighting foam, and
scotch guard. Studies have shown that exposure to some PFAS in the environment
may be linked to harmful health effects in humans and animals. The MWRA
Advisory Board sent out an advisory letter to all water communities (See Note 1)
stating there is a pending settlement with DuPont & 3M related to PFAS in
drinking water. Luckily, we are not affected as there are no traces of PFAS in the
drinking water and it is a very expensive process to treat for it.
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RATES/REVENUE
DISCUSSION:

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:

Minutes 10/26/2023

The MWRA. Advisory Board recommended reaching out to legal counsel to
review the proposed settlements and to draft a letter if we are going to opt out of
the settlement. Attorney Mark Beauregard has drafted a letter on our behalf to opt
out of the settlement (See Note 2).

Jeff Cyr sent information to the Board prior to tonight’s meeting to show what our
future Capital needs are versus where things are (See Note 3). Jeff showed an
overhead presentation, in addition to handouts for everyone showing our
commitment of $1,986,052.00 and what we have billed so far. Jeff noted that the
second quarter we just billed (Oct) is quite a bit lower than in previous years. So
far, we have billed 57% of our budget. Jeff noted that the purpose of tonight’s
discussion is to talk about rates for our Capital needs based on what Jeff had laid
out at the last meeting. We are looking at 3 million to paint the water tanks,
continue our charge on replacing water mains, replace aging vehicles and
equipment, as well as the increasing costs of materials. Jeff noted that we have not
raised our rates in quite some time (6 Y years; March 2017). Jeff showed a chart
of how our water rates have evolved and increased (See Notes 4). Since our last
rate increase and leftover money from the Newton Street water main project, the
Water Department has done a lot of good work in water main, meter replacement
and SCADA improvements. Per the request of Chair Eden DuPerier Jeff reached
out to other communities to gather rate information. Jeff has some responses from
other communities (See Note 5). Our current rate is at $3.92 per 100 cubic feet,
which is an annual cost of $518 inclusive of a $48 family unit charge. District 2
water deparfment has a residential and non-owner rate (rentals) which is an annual
cost of $728 and they bill $20 per bill in addition to water usage. They bill every 2
months. Eden asked about the annual cost. Jeff explained that the annual amount
is based on average water usage and the industry average of 120 cubic feet or
90,000 gallons. Jeff also provided the Board with the MWRA water rate survey
from 2022, as 2023 was not available yet. In the MWRA report the average cubic
foot cost in 2019 was $4.59, in 2020 it was $4.87, in 2021 it was $497, and in
2022 it was $5.12. After a lengthy discussion about rates and where we need to be
to start saving for Capital needs, William Schenker made a motion to increase our
water rates by 8% a cost of $4.23 per cubic foot. This would result in an increase
of $38.00 per year on the average water bill. This motion was seconded by Scott
Williams. Motion Carried
As in years past we will provide the water community a notice in the next water
bill that the rates will increase for the April 2024 bill, giving them advanced
notice.

Jeff Cyr opened up the discussion that in the past the Board has given the Water
Department employees the day after Thanksgiving off, and a half day off
Christmas Eve and New Years Eve per the employment handbook. After a brief
discussion, R. Scott Williams made a motion to grant the staff the day after
Thanksgiving off, and a half day on December 22™ and 29%. This motion was
seconded by William L. Schenker. Motion Carried
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MEETING ACCESSIBILITY
CONCERN UPDATE:

PUBLIC COMMENT OR
QUESTIONS:

MOTION TO ADJOURN:

ADJOURNMENT:

Minutes 10/26/2023

Eden DuPerier followed up from the last Board meeting about capacity and ADA
compliancy for Board meetings at the Fire Department. Eden has been in touch
with the state and the town of South Hadley ADA Coordinator regarding meetings
held at the Fire Station not being ADA compliant. Eden was told that the state is
aware of it and the town is also looking into it. If she hears anything further, she
will let the Board and residents know. Eden stated we also discussed having some
of the Water Board meetings at the library for better accessibility for residents and
to show by example. Per the direction of Chair Eden DuPerier, Jeff Cyr reached
out to Joe Rodio, Library Director, who said the third Monday of every month the
meeting room is available to use for our Board meetings. The Board agreed that
this would work for them. Scott Williams asked if we had additional, or other
meetings, would we still be able to use the Water Department location and Jeff
said, yes absolutely. Jeff Cyr suggested we reach out to the Prudential Committee
and offer the monthly Monday time to them as a shared destination, where one
month we would have our meeting there and another month the Prudential could
use the facility. Eden DuPerier said she would reach out to Prudential about this
proposal to share the library meeting room and asked if Jeff will contact Joe Rodio
about the decision to use the meeting room.

Chair Eden DuPerier thanked the residents for being so patient during the rate
discussion and thanked them for their input and questions. Pauline McClaflin
asked who was the point person at the Town of South Hadley Eden had spoke to
about ADA compliancy at the Fire Department. Eden said she did not get the
gentlemen’s name as the connection was not good, but it was the ADA compliant
coordinator.

William L. Schenker made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Scott
Williams. Motion carried

Meeting adjourned at 6:11 p.m.
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS

%//f/ e

. &
R./ Scott Williams, Clerk
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Advocacy & Accountability

ADVISORY BOARD, Representing over 3 million people in Massachusetts since 1985

TO: MWRA Water Community Contacts
(via electronic mail)

October 4, 2023
Dear MWRA Water Communities,

I'hope this letter finds you well. We are writing to make sure you are aware of a legal development meriting your attention as a
member of the MWRA's waterworks system.

A Federal Judge in South Carolina has preliminarily approved settlements between both DuPont and related entities and 3M and
public drinking water systems in the United States to address the presence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in drinking
water. It is possible that your community has already received a notice regarding these proposed settlements.

One key aspect of these proposed settlements is that they require public water systems to affirmatively opt out if they do not wish
to participate. In other words, if your community takes no action, it will automatically become a party to the settlement. We want to
ensure that all MWRA communities are well-informed about their options.

The deadlines for objecting to and opting out of the proposed settlements are fast approaching. The deadlines are: (i) for objecting
to the proposed Dupont settlement - November 4th, 2023; (i) for objecting to the proposed 3M settlement — November 11, 2023;

(iii) for opting out of the proposed Dupont settlement — December 4, 2023; and (iv) for opting out of the proposed 3M settlement -
December 11, 2023. It is important that you are aware of these deadlines as you assess your options and take any necessary steps

promptly.

To provide you with additional information about these settlements, a website has been set up as a comprehensive resource:
www.pfaswatersettlement.com. Please visit this website to access detailed information regarding the proposed settlements and
their implications for your community.

Each of the communities may have rights under the proposed settlements, and rights may differ for partially supplied communities.

We highly encourage you to engage your community's legal counsel to thoroughly review the details of these proposed settlements.
Your legal counsel can help you make an informed decision about whether your community wishes to participate in the settlements,
participate while submitting objections, or affirmatively opt-out.

If your counsel has any questions on these settlements, MWRA's Law Department has generously offered to share what information
MWRA has available about the proposed settlements. Your counsel can reach MWRA’s General Counsel Carolyn Francisco Murphy
by email at Carolyn.Francisco-Murphy@mwra.com or by phone at (617) 788-2011 or Assistant General Counsel Kristen Schuler-
Scammon by email at Kristen.Schuler-Scammon@mwra.com or by phone at (617)-788-1115.

Because these proposed settlements could have significant implications for your community your active participation in this process
is crucial to making a well-informed decision in the best interests of your community. We appreciate your attention to this important
issue and look forward to providing what further support we can in the coming weeks.

Sincerely,

TR

Matthew A. Romero
Executive Director
MWRA Advisory Board

Note 1 Minvtes 10/aw/2023

9 2 Griffin Way, Suite A, Chelsea, MA 02150 \. (617) 788-2050 Q mwra.ab@mwraadvisoryboard.com

Matthew A. Romero
mwraadvisoryboard.com Executive Director



RESNIC, BEAUREGARD, WAITE AND DRISCOLL
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
330 WHITNEY AVENUE - SUITE 400
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-6560

TELEPHONE (413) 536-0653
FAX: (413) 536-4074

C. BARRY WAITE E-MAIL FIRM@RBWD.COM GEORGE N. BEAUREGARD
MARK A. BEAUREGARD BURTON S. RESNIC
JOHN J. DRISCOLL SUSAN R. TAYLOR
THOMAS G. GRIFFIN* OF COUNSEL

*Also Member of New York Bar SAMUEL RESNIC

(1899-1988)

October 13, 2023

Matthew Garretson
Wolf/Garretson LLC
P.O. Box 2806

Park City, UT 84060

AFFF Public Water System Claims
Attn: Dustin Mire

P.O. Box 4466

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Michael A. London
Douglas & London

59 Maiden Lane, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10038

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised this office represents the Water Department, Fire District No. 1 South Hadley,
Hampshire County, Massachusetts. Said Water Department is a member of the MWRA Water
Communities of Massachusetts.

As per our instructions in a letter from Matthew A. Romero Executive Director of the MWRA Advisory
Board, we hereby notify you that the Water Department, Fire District No. 1 South Hadley, Massachusetts
wishes to "opt out" of both the proposed Dupont settlement and the proposed 3M settlement.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and please contact me if you have any questions.

Ve y yours,
MB/kms

Ma/%ard;%/
et Jeffrey Cyr, Superintendent

Water Department, Fire District No. 1
South Hadley, MA

Nok & Minves 10)46 /2033
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